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President’s Letter 

 
In this issue, we try to relieve our readers' discouragement at the nation's recent politics 

by endeavoring to persuade them that matters have been worse.  

 

Our first article is an excerpt from Charles Francis Adams' account of the Erie Railroad 

War, drawn from Chapters of Erie, on which he collaborated with his brother the historian Henry 

Adams. Charles Francis was himself a sometime railroad president. “In 1868 the popular English 

Fraser's Magazine wrote that 'in New York, there is a custom among litigants as peculiar to that 

city, it is to be hoped, as supreme within it, of retaining a judge as well as a lawyer.’” John Steele 

Gordon, An Empire of Wealth: The Epic History of American Economic Power (New York: 

Harper Perennial, 2005), 208. 

 

Our judicial opinion is that in Milk Wagon Drivers v. Meadowmoor Dairies, 312 U.S.287 

(1941) by the now seriously under-rated Justice Felix Frankfurter. Justices Black, Douglas and 

Reed dissented. Although Justice Frankfurter was no naif about labor relations, he had 

investigated the Bisbee Deportations and the Mooney-Billings trial of IWW leaders and was the 

principal draftsman of the Norris-La Guardia anti-injunction act, even he may not have known 

the full background of the Meadowmoor Dairies case, as amusingly recounted in P. Mejia, How 

the Capones Strong-Armed Their way Into the Dairy Business, Gastro Obscura, February 9, 

2018,  (https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/al-ralph-capone-dairy-industry-milk-cheese). 

 

Finally, we explore the work of a peace-maker in the modern culture wars, the late 

Simone Veil, a Holocaust survivor who was the health minister in the government of the 

conservative French President Valery Giscard D'Estaing, and later President of the European 

Parliament. We here present her speech introducing and explaining the first modern French 

abortion law, a carefully wrought compromise which survived for nearly fifty years until its 

repeal by the Hollande government shortly before it was overwhelmingly discharged from office. 

 

George W. Liebmann 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Did You Know That: 
 

The Bar Library was founded in 1840 by George William Brown and is one of the oldest 

membership libraries in the country. 

 

The Bar Library was one of the first, and possibly the first, private legal organization in 

Baltimore to accept African-Americans and women as members – Everett J. Waring becoming a 

member on April 29, 1886 and Etta Haynie Maddox on September 15, 1902. 

 

A Congressional Medal of Honor recipient, the Honorable Charles Edward Phelps served on the 

Library’s Board from 1876 to 1881. 

 

Arthur W. Machen served on the Library’s Board from 1856 to 1915, serving as President from 

1874 to 1915.  His son and grandson also served on the Board making the Machens the first 

family of the Bar Library. 

 

With massive legal collections (all of which circulate) and access to expansive Westlaw 

databases (which may be accessed from your own laptops – affording the ability to cut and paste 

directly into your files), the Bar Library is one of the great values to practitioners in Baltimore 

and the surrounding counties.  A Membership Just Makes Sense.  Contact us at 410-727-0280 or 

at jwbennett@barlib.org. 

mailto:jwbennett@barlib.org


 

 

 

 

       

Education In A Pandemic:                                                          

“Leading the Empowered University in a Time of Crisis” 

On Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., Dr. Freeman A. Hrabowski, President of UMBC 

(University of Maryland, Baltimore County) will present “Education In A Pandemic.”  The 

lecture will be presented by way of Zoom.  We invite those that will be watching to participate 

by contributing their questions.  Zoom is an interactive platform.       

Dr. Freeman A. Hrabowski, President of UMBC (University of Maryland, Baltimore County) 

since 1992, is a consultant on science and math education to national agencies, universities, and 

school systems.  He was named by President Obama to chair the President’s Advisory 

Commission on Educational Excellence for African Americans.  He also chaired the National 

Academies’ committee that produced the report, Expanding Underrepresented Minority 

Participation: America’s Science and Technology Talent at the Crossroads (2011).  His 2013 

TED talk highlights the “Four Pillars of College Success in Science.” 

Named one of the 100 Most Influential People in the World by TIME (2012) and one of 

America’s Best Leaders by U.S. News & World Report (2008), he also received TIAA-CREF’s 

Theodore M. Hesburgh Award for Leadership Excellence (2011), the Carnegie Corporation’s 

Academic Leadership Award (2011), and the Heinz Award (2012) for contributions to improving 

the “Human Condition.”  More recently, he received the American Council on Education’s 

Lifetime Achievement Award (2018), the University of California, Berkeley’s Clark Kerr Award 

(2019), and the UCSF Medal from the University of California San Francisco (2020).  UMBC 

has been recognized as a model for inclusive excellence by such publications as U.S. News, 

which for more than 10 years has recognized UMBC as a national leader in academic innovation 

https://www.ted.com/talks/freeman_hrabowski_4_pillars_of_college_success_in_science


and undergraduate teaching.  Dr. Hrabowski’s most recent book, The Empowered University, 

written with two UMBC colleagues, examines how university communities support academic 

success by cultivating an empowering institutional culture. 

 If you would like to join us for what should be a fascinating evening, please e-mail me at 

jwbennett@barlib.org and I will forward the Zoom Link to you the week of the program.  If 

technology is not your cup of tea, do not let that stop you.  Zoom is incredibly easy to use and we 

will send you the very simple instructions to use Zoom should you need them.  Stay safe and we 

hope to see you with us on March 9.  

Time: 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 9, 2021.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/title/empowered-university
mailto:jwbennett@barlib.org


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Jacob Stein took part in the Bar Library Lecture Series on January 21, 2009 with a 

presentation on “Perjury, False Statements & Obstruction of Justice.”  Generous with his time, 

Mr. Stein was generous in other ways as well as indicated by the language in the preface to the 

third volume of Legal Spectator from which the following was taken.  Mr. Stein wrote "This 

book is not copyrighted.  Its contents may be reproduced without the express permission of, but 

with acknowledgement to, the author.  Take what you want and as much as you want."  The 

works featured in the Legal Spectator, originally appeared in the Washington Lawyer, the 

American Scholar, the Times Literary Supplement, the Wilson Quarterly, and the ABA Litigation 

Section's publication.  I want to thank Bar Library Board of Director Henry R. Lord for his time 

and efforts in reviewing the writings of Mr. Stein for inclusion in the Advance Sheet.     

    

   

 

   

  


