
 ADVANCE SHEET– MARCH 19, 2021  

   

President’s Letter 
 

In light of the controversies over the New York Times 1619 Project and the recently 

abolished Trump administration 1776 Commission, we thought it would be interesting to publish 

an excerpt from the reflections on this subject of one of America's best-known historians, the late 

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. While his books on Jackson, FDR and the Kennedys have been decried 

by some as partisan history, though their vivid prose is conceded by all, two books written in the 

last stage of his life are less readily turned to the use of Democratic party politics, the first being 

his book on The Imperial Presidency (1973) and the second his polemical The Disuniting of 

America: Reflections on a Multicultural Society (1991, revised edition 1998). We here present 

the last chapter and Epilogue of the latter.  

 

In lieu of the usual judicial opinion, we set out here the present writer's review in 2013 of 

the letters of Learned Hand, edited by his grand-daughter, Professor Constance Jordan of the 

Claremont Graduate School. Professor Jordan spoke about the book at the Bar Library; her talk 

was broadcast and recorded by C-Span and can be viewed at the following link:  

 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?316757-1/judge-learned-hand 

 

Our third article is an address by our founder, George William Brown, on The Origins of 

Civil Liberty in Maryland, delivered to the Maryland Historical Society in 1850. 

 

George W. Liebmann  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

Play Ball! 
 

Between now, and the date for the next scheduled Advance Sheet, April 2, major league 

baseball will have returned.  The Orioles are scheduled to begin their season on April 1 in 

Boston.  I thought I would say a few words about Baltimore’s version of the American pastime 

since I cannot remember ever going to a game without seeing numerous members of the bench 

and bar. 

 

 When I was seven, the Orioles were in the World Series, winning it in four straight 

against the Los Angeles Dodgers, who are the current World Series champions and a team that 

on paper, looks to be amongst the greatest of all time.  The Orioles – not so much.  There are 

some signs for optimism, but really not a whole lot.  For example, several years ago they drafted 

a catcher by the name of Adley Rutschman who is described by some as not just a can’t miss 

prospect, but a can’t miss superstar.  Yet we can probably guess what is already going through 

his mind: “Six years from now, will I look better in Yankee pinstripes or Dodger blue?”  Glad I 

am no longer a seven year old Orioles fan, it cannot be an easy thing to be.     

 

 Although it is difficult to predict if we are coming down the stretch with that which shall 

remain nameless, plans have been announced that would allow the Orioles to begin the season 

with the park at up to 25% capacity.  In that Camden Yards holds 45,791 and the average 

attendance at home games in 2019 was 16,347, probably not going to be a significant problem. 



 

 Still, hope springs eternal, especially in the spring and especially when it comes to 

baseball.  No matter how badly things have been in my life at a particular point in time, they 

never really felt quite as bad when I walked through the turnstile and saw the field in front of me.   

 

 Soon, the boys will be back in town and hopefully by the end of the summer perhaps the 

only one wearing a mask will be the catcher.  I hope to see you there.   

 

                Joe Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      

Targeted as a Spy:                                                                                  

Surveillance of an American Diplomat in Communist Romania 

Hear It From The Man Who Lived It! 

On Tuesday, March 23, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., Ernest H. Latham, Jr. will speak on his book 

Targeted as a Spy: Surveillance of an American Diplomat in Communist Romania.  The lecture 

will be presented by way of Zoom.  We invite those that will be watching to participate by 

contributing their questions.  Zoom is an interactive platform.       

An often overlooked aspect of the Cold War was the extent of diplomatic espionage that went on 

in the countries behind the Iron Curtain.  Every Western Diplomat stationed in Soviet-bloc 

countries was targeted as a spy by the security apparatus in the respective countries.  With the 

opening of archives in Eastern Europe, the extent of this diplomatic espionage can be revealed 

for the first time. 

Ernest H. Latham, Jr. was a career foreign service officer who served the United States in 

various posts around the world.  From 1983 to 1987, he served as cultural attaché at the 

American Embassy in Bucharest.  During his time in Romania, Dr. Latham was targeted as a spy 

by the brutal Communist dictatorship of Nicolae Ceausescu and subjected to constant 

surveillance by the dreaded Securitate, Ceausescu’s secret police. 

Dr. Latham’s book is a collection of the surveillance reports that he was able to obtain from the 

Romanian archives following the collapse of the Communist regime.  They reveal the extent of 

the surveillance to which Western diplomats were subjected and, more importantly, they reveal a 

great deal about the system and society that produced these materials. 



With an introduction by Ernest Latham, this book should be essential reading for students of the 

Cold War and for anyone interested in the mindset and functioning of totalitarian regimes. 

If you would like to join us for what should be a fascinating evening, please e-mail me at 

jwbennett@barlib.org and I will forward the Zoom Link to you the week of the program.  If 

technology is not your cup of tea, do not let that stop you.  Zoom is incredibly easy to use and we 

will send you the very simple instructions to use Zoom should you need them.  Stay safe and we 

hope to see you with us on March 23.  

Time: 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 23, 2021.   
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Jacob Stein took part in the Bar Library Lecture Series on January 21, 2009 with a 

presentation on “Perjury, False Statements & Obstruction of Justice.”  Generous with his time, 

Mr. Stein was generous in other ways as well as indicated by the language in the preface to the 

third volume of Legal Spectator from which the following was taken.  Mr. Stein wrote "This 

book is not copyrighted.  Its contents may be reproduced without the express permission of, but 

with acknowledgement to, the author.  Take what you want and as much as you want."  The 

works featured in the Legal Spectator, originally appeared in the Washington Lawyer, the 

American Scholar, the Times Literary Supplement, the Wilson Quarterly, and the ABA Litigation 

Section's publication.  I want to thank Bar Library Board of Director Henry R. Lord for his time 

and efforts in reviewing the writings of Mr. Stein for inclusion in the Advance Sheet.     

    

   

 

   

  


