
 

ADVANCE SHEET – February 14, 2025

From The Librarian

I want to wish everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day.  Although the definitive love story
featuring a lawyer/lawyers has yet to be written (correct me if I’m wrong), over the
years I have attended many memorial services for the bench and bar, and the number of
lawyers who were married over fifty years at the time of their passing was not
insignificant.  I recall a conversation I had with the late Judge Edward Angeletti who
told me the only thing he and his wife still argued about was who had to die first. 
Although my wife and I might have a few more arguments over a few more subjects,
the thought of the possibility of even one day without her is a thought I do not allow
myself to have.  May all of you, regardless of what your calendars dictate, remember
the day and the person in your life who gives the day meaning, whether they are still
with us, gone, or yet to be met.

Our featured article this issue is by Bertrand Russell, the British philosopher, logician,
mathematician, and public intellectual.  Entitled “The Taming of Power,” it is the final
chapter of his book Power: a new Social Analysis which was published in 1938. 

Joe Bennett

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=b5a0e3fb-5128-4416-9935-1221d156011f


 

An Evening With Dan Rodricks
On Wednesday, March 12, 2025, Dan Rodricks will be speaking in the Main
Reading Room of the Baltimore Bar Library.  The presentation will center around
Dan’s five decades covering Maryland courts and how he in turn transformed those
experiences into a successful play.   

Dan Rodricks – Three times a week from January 1979 to last month, Dan wrote a
column for the Baltimore Sun, representing more than 6,600 entries.  It is believed that
at the time of his retirement his was the longest-running column in the country.  In
addition to his column, Dan hosted both radio and television programs over the years
and was the creator and host of The Sun’s first podcast, Roughly Speaking.  He is the
author of three books, including “Father’s Day Creek: Fly Fishing, Fatherhood and The
Last Best Place on Earth” (Apprentice House 2019).  In recent years, Dan has written a
number of plays. His first, “Baltimore, You Have No Idea,” has had three runs to sold-



out audiences at the Baltimore Museum of Art’s Meyerhoff Auditorium.  A second
play, “Baltimore Docket,” premiered in February 2024, also to sold-out audiences.
Both plays are based on Dan’s work as a reporter and columnist for The Sun.

Dan Rodricks is the winner of numerous awards including the National Headliner
Award for commentary and the Heywood Broun Award from the Newspaper Guild for
writing that championed the underdog.

Originally from Massachusetts, Dan, his wife and two children now reside in
Baltimore.

Place: Mitchell Courthouse – 100 North Calvert Street – Main Reading Room of the
Bar Library (Room 618, Mitchell Courthouse).

Time: 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 12, 2025.  

Reception:  Catering by DiPasquale’s featuring their famous prosciutto, cod fish, fruits
and cheeses.   

Invitees:  All are welcome to this free event.

R.S.V.P.: If you would like to attend telephone the Library at 410-727-0280 or reply
by e-mail to jwbennett1840@gmail.com.

 

CLXXXV

This past Sunday Super Bowl LIX was held. While millions watched the game, my
wife and I went to the movies. We figured it might be a good time to go. The truth of
the matter is that I have not cared about an N.F.L. game since 1984. A certain
horseshoe helmeted group had snuck off under cover of darkness earlier in the year to a
magical place called Indianapolis. Each Sunday my brother Charles would come over
and we would watch the now Indianapolis Colts. (As I recall, all the Colts games that
first year were televised in Baltimore.) Their record was 4 – 12 and each of their wins
was like a daggar to the heart.

When Art Modell brought his team to town in 1996, I could not have cared less. Well, I
guess I could have because almost thirty years later, I think I care less now than I did
in 1996.

For awhile, at least, I had my beloved Fighting Irish of Notre Dame until the powers
that be found a way to ruin college football. Next year the Irish will have their fourth
starting quarterback in four years. The players jump from team to team seemingly not
interested in a college degree or a national championship, certainly not concerned with
school or team loyalty, but rather where they can procure the most lucrative
deal. When Notre Dame played for a National Championship earlier this year, I was
not at the movies but I wasn't in front of a television either. As an old guy I do not feel
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sorry for myself, but I do feel sorry for all the kids who will never have the
opportunity to experience what sport was like when I was their age. It was far from
perfect even then, but it was a far cry from what prevails today.

Now, speaking of what is just as amazing as it was forty years ago, how about that
Baltimore Bar Library. While greed seems to dominate every decision in the sporting
world, as well as the rest of the world (I suppose you do not become one of the seven
deadly sins by just phoning it in), the Library has always striven to keep membership
dues and other member costs to a minimum. "More for less" are not just meaningless
words at the Library. The "more" part of the equation is self-evident by even the most
cursory look at what the Library offers in the way of collections and services: the
"less" by comparing the cost of obtaining the material from the Library as opposed to
almost any other source (especially from publishers). Why not stop by the Library and
see for yourself how even in year CLXXXV of operation it is still the place to be.

I look forward to seeing you soon.      
  Joe Bennett

  

 

 





 





































































 

THE AGE OF BIDEN  by George Liebmann (Advt.)   
                                  
Published January 20, 2025



Amazon.com Paperback $25.00; Kindle $9.99

This is a collection of more than a hundred op-ed pieces and letters on public affairs
written during the Biden administration, 2020-2024. It is followed by an appreciation
of Jefferson’s contribution to the American polity, unacknowledged in recent years. It
is a sequel to a previous volume, Vox Clamantis In Deserto  (2021) covering the four
previous failed national administrations, those of Presidents Clinton, Bush (Jr.),
Obama, and Trump. ALSO AVAILABLE: VOX CLAMANTIS IN DESERTO, A
collection of articles and book reviews 1995-2020, $25 paperback, $9.99 Kindle. My
political stance is not one that commends itself to either of today’s contending factions,
since I dislike bellicosity, plutocracy, and permissiveness. Foreign policies that
generate millions of refugees are not to be excused on the basis of limited American
casualties, nor can I overlook the proletarianization of the American work force,
including the professions, or the diminution of personal character and insecurity
resulting from extreme permissiveness in morals, ultimately affecting the quality of our
national leadership.

All the News That’s Not Fit To Print, December 28, 2020 
 How America Can Restore Confidence in its Elections, January 6, 2021 
 Trump’s Path to the Political Graveyard, January 12, 2021 
 11 Populist Proposals For The Post-Trump GOP, January14, 2021
 Beyond The Paris Accord. February 6, 2021
 Sick Of The Teachers: Time For Reform, February 17, 2021
 The Case Against Cameras in Courtrooms, February 23, 2021
 Beware Of New ‘60 Minutes Laws’ After The Capitol Riot, March 1, 2021
 An Iconoclast Looks At Four Failed Administrations, March 6, 2021
 Biden’s Judiciary: A Tower Of Babel, March 15, 2021
 How To Enact Rational Filibuster Reform, March 26, 2021
 ‘Voter Suppression’ And Voting Integrity, March 31, 2021
 Taft’s Anti-Plutocracy Conservatism, April 8.2021
 How Public Policy Forgot the Basics, April 13, 2021
 The Quintessence Of Blinkenism, April 20, 2021
 Minimum Conditions For Biden’s Minimum Wage, May 1, 2021
 On Crime and Punishment in Baltimore, May 10, 2021
 On Crime And Punishment In Large Cities, May 17, 2021
 Whither Roe?: A Secular Case For Abortion Restriction, May 28, 2021
 After Voting For 16, ‘They’ll None Of Them Be Missed’, May 29, 2021
 Biden Pushes Home Health Services As Infrastructure, June 8, 2021
 Biden’s Housing Plan: An Anthology Of Failed Approaches, June 11, 2021
 The Future Of Motherhood And Childhood Under Biden, June 15, 2021
 Abortive Motion to Strike Proposed Section 213.10 of Model Penal Code, June 16,
2021
 Biden’s Education Schemes Foreclose Sensible Reforms, June 23, 2021
 On Booksellers and Fair Trade, June 25, 2021
 Joe Biden: An American Mitterrand?, July 5, 2021
 The Decline Of A Polity: Maryland 1960-2020, July 7, 2021
 Biden And Sanctions: Relief At Last?, July 20, 2021
 COVID And The Individual: What Should Have Been Said, August 12, 2021
 Restrictions on Baltimore police, prosecutors allow criminal ‘underworld’ to flourish
,  
      August 14, 2021
 The Decline And Fall Of New York Democracy, August 20, 2021
 The Supreme Court’s Historical Forgetfulness, September 3, 2021
 The End Of Doe v. Bolton And The End Of Roe, September 16, 2021



 They Have Eyes With Which To Read But Readeth Not, September 24, 2021
 Budget Reconciliation And The End Of Liberalism, October 13, 2021
 The Anti-Jeffersonian Party, October 22, 2021
 Another 1973 abortion ruling — ‘Doe,’ not ‘Roe’ — is at the heart of next month’s
     Supreme Court Case, November 2, 2021
 Our Unrestrained Attorney General, November 23, 2021
 Dobbs v. Jackson: An Easy Opinion, December 1, 2021 
 Last Stand Of The Court Packers, January 4, 2022
 An Education Agenda For Governor Youngkin, January 13, 2022
 Working With Biden On Build Back Better, January 19, 2022
 Letter overstates education rights, January 24, 2022
 How Biden Should Choose A New Justice, February 3, 2022
 The Blindness Of Blinken, March 1, 2022
 One Root of Cancel Culture Can Be Found in How We Teach History, March 10,
2022
 The Alaska Lady, The Gray Lady, And Libel, March 25, 2022
 The Other Government: The Residential Community Association, April 1, 2022
 Here’s how Ketanji Brown Jackson should prepare to join the U.S. Supreme Court, 
     April 10, 2022
 Abortion: An End to Hysteria, May 22, 2022
 Democrat Libertarianism: Five Modest Proposals, May 22, 2022
 Moral Anarchy and Its Consequences, May 25, 2922
 Conservatives Need A Broader Vision, June 9, 2022
 How Not To Fight Inflation, June 23, 2022
 The Price of Free Love, June 26, 2022
 Local Labor: Still Left Behind, July 2, 2022
 Glory, Glory Hallelujah, July 9. 2022
 Utopia U., July 15, 2022
 Their Party’s Call, August 2, 2022
 Joe Manchin’s Bargain, August 2, 2022
 Reinventing the Babushka, August 14, 2022
 Welfare Reform, British Style, August 19, 2022
 Failed consent decree to blame for city’s high murder rate, August 29, 2022
 A Material Agenda for a New GOP, August 31, 2002
 The Cooperative Route for Housing Development, October 21, 2022
 Republican Modifications to a Democratic Agenda, November 21, 2022
 Welfare Reform and Dobbs, December 17, 2022
 Statement on Cameras in Courtroom, January 22, 2023
 An End to Leveling Down, February 1, 2023
 State constitutional abortion amendment a political mobilizing device for Dems, 
    February 16, 2023
 Maryland’s Ill-Considered Jobs Program. April 4, 2023
 Ukraine and Russia: The Endgame, April 26, 2023
 The true import of Supreme Court rulings on televising criminal trials, May 25, 2023
 Book Review, Brad Snyder, Democratic Justice: Felix Frankfurter, the Supreme
Court, 
    and the Making of the Liberal Establishment, June 2, 2023
 Dobbs Comes to Maryland, July 5, 2023
 On Centralized and De-Centralized Federal Courts, July20, 2023
 A Built-In Solution to America’s Housing Shortage, July 21, 2023
 Israel’s Juristocracy–and Ours, July 30, 2023
 Justice Kagan’s Apostasy, August 2, 2023
 A New Affirmative Action, August 5, 2023
 The Democrats and Labor, August 5, 2023



 Trump Can Win: 2024 Isn’t 2020, August13, 2023
 Labor Day Was Once A Sacred Day on the Democratic Party Calendar, September 4,
2023
 A New Affirmative Action, October 29, 2023
 The Road Not Taken, EV Edition, October 29, 2023
 Comments on Extended Coverage Rule, November 28, 2023 
 Firearms Control: It’s Time for a Common-Sense Bargain, November 29, 2023
 The US Constitution, December 1, 2023
 Time to End Baltimore’s Policing Consent Decree, March 15, 2024
 Remarks Introducing David M. Rubenstein, March 26, 2024
 FDR’s CCC was AAA. What’s Biden Doing? April 9, 2024
 A New Affirmative Action, May 1, 2024
 Be wary of extreme abortion access laws, May 26, 2024
 The Politics of Defamation, June 10, 2024
 The Root of Political Dysfunction , July 10, 2024
  Supreme Court is Embracing Reason and Compromise, July 22, 2024
 This Was No Isolated Incident, July 26, 2024
 “I’ve Got a Little List”, August 17th, 2024
 JFK’s legacy deserves a critical eye, August 19, 2024
 Democrats’ Promise of Freedom has been a disaster, September 26, 2024
 Abortion ballot question to test voters’ social conscience , October 14,2024
 Biden administration’s foreign policy playing with dynamite, October 28, 2024
 The American Electorate Revolted Against False Values, November 30, 2024
 Senate has a duty to scrutinize Cabinet nominees, December 22, 2024
 The Enduring Triumph of Mr. Jefferson, December 31, 2024
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