
 

ADVANCE SHEET – February 28, 2025

President's Letter

      Our featured article this issue is Alistair Cooke’s profile of Bertrand Russell, which
appeared in his book Six Men.  The last issue of the Advance Sheet set forth the words
of Russell himself with the inclusion of “The Taming of Power,” the final chapter of
his book Power: a new Social Analysis which was published in 1938. 

      It is interesting to note that 40 years earlier, a very different figure, Senator Robert
A. Taft, also made his last political utterance a statement about Palestine, written on
his deathbed and delivered by his son Robert to the National Association of Christians
and Jews on May 26, 1953:

"[Israel] undertook to relieve the world of the problem of resettling a large number of
Jewish refugees, for which the world had proposed no better solution.  Because of that
[1948] war, partly through the intolerance of their own leaders, 900,000 refugees left
the Jewish section of Palestine.  If this National Conference gets into the international
field, it can do nothing better than to try to solve this question by resettlement, either
within or without Israel.  Plans have been made, but little progress has been achieved. 
Tolerance in which you believe and  in which I believe must extend to these Arab
refugees, no matter what the cause of their distress.  There seems to be no peaceful
solution in the Near East until this refugee problem is settled." 

George W. Liebmann
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An Evening With Dan Rodricks
On Wednesday, March 12, 2025, Dan Rodricks will be speaking in the Main
Reading Room of the Baltimore Bar Library.  The presentation will center around
Dan’s five decades covering Maryland courts and how he in turn transformed those
experiences into a successful play.   

Dan Rodricks – Three times a week from January 1979 to last month, Dan wrote a
column for the Baltimore Sun, representing more than 6,600 entries.  It is believed that
at the time of his retirement his was the longest-running column in the country.  In
addition to his column, Dan hosted both radio and television programs over the years
and was the creator and host of The Sun’s first podcast, Roughly Speaking.  He is the
author of three books, including “Father’s Day Creek: Fly Fishing, Fatherhood and The
Last Best Place on Earth” (Apprentice House 2019).  In recent years, Dan has written a
number of plays. His first, “Baltimore, You Have No Idea,” has had three runs to sold-
out audiences at the Baltimore Museum of Art’s Meyerhoff Auditorium.  A second
play, “Baltimore Docket,” premiered in February 2024, also to sold-out audiences.
Both plays are based on Dan’s work as a reporter and columnist for The Sun.

Dan Rodricks is the winner of numerous awards including the National Headliner
Award for commentary and the Heywood Broun Award from the Newspaper Guild for
writing that championed the underdog.

Originally from Massachusetts, Dan, his wife and two children now reside in
Baltimore.

Place: Mitchell Courthouse – 100 North Calvert Street – Main Reading Room of the
Bar Library (Room 618, Mitchell Courthouse).

Time: 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 12, 2025.  

Reception:  Catering by DiPasquale’s featuring their famous prosciutto, cod fish, fruits
and cheeses.   

Invitees:  All are welcome to this free event.

R.S.V.P.: If you would like to attend telephone the Library at 410-727-0280 or reply
by e-mail to jwbennett1840@gmail.com.

 

The Road Less Travelled

      I like to drive even though I don’t particularly care about cars.  To me, as
long as it has four good tires and an engine that is not going to break down I’m
fine.  I could care less if it is a new Mercedes or a ten year old Dodge. 
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Ironically, anytime I have ever had to say “goodbye” to a car I have teared up
over the “loss of a friend.”  

      It is becoming more difficult, however, to enjoy operating a motor vehicle in
that the average driver of today is in actuality, a far cry from average.  They are
suffering from a horrific and often deadly form of s.t.d. (speeding – tailgating –
distraction).  Remember when fifty-five meant sixty-five, with ten over being the
universally accepted rule for a road, except when common sense dictated
otherwise?  Now ten over gets you passed in a flash and more “looks” than you
can count by “the flashers.”  How many of you were told one car length for
every ten miles an hour?  Did you know that car length has been changed to
one foot of distance from the car in front of you for every ten miles an hour? 
Perhaps some of you might have thought that texting and talking on the part of
drivers was illegal?  As it turns out it is only illegal when a policeman is
around.  Over the past week I cannot begin to tell you how many drivers I have
seen texting: often in heavy traffic.     

      The solution I have found is with the words of Robert Frost – take “the road
less travelled.”  My family and I have driven cross country on numerous
occasions and Bobby Troup is right, you can in fact “Get your kicks on Route
sixty-six.”  No need to cross the country though, head out to Western Maryland
or the current favorite of my wife and I, West Virginia.  Those country roads
might not be taking you home, but they’re bound to take you someplace nice
and a great deal of the fun will be had getting there.

       Now, most likely you will not be taking a country road to get here, but the
Bar Library is a place worth facing a little adversity to get to.  I wish that all of
you would listen to me when I say the Library has what it takes to provide you
with what you need.  When you contemplate all the legal matters that you have
been involved in over the years, I can tell you how the utilization of the Library
would have allowed an expedited and cost effective way to obtain the results
that you were striving for.  It still does.  Come see for yourself.

      I look forward to seeing you soon.
 

  Joe Bennett

 

























































 



A Few Good Men
Please join us on Friday, March 21, 2025 at 5:30 P.M when the Bar Library film series
presents A Few Good Men.

A Few Good Men  involves a military lawyer tasked with defending two United States
Marines charged with murdering a fellow Marine.  The defense: they were only
following their base commander's orders.  The film stars Tom Cruise, Jack Nicholson
and Demi Moore and was directed by Rob Reiner.

The film received four Academy Award Nominations including for Best Picture and
Best Supporting Actor (Nicholson).  Also included in the cast are Kevin Bacon; Kiefer
Sutherland; Cuba Gooding, Jr. and Kevin Pollak.

Peter Travers of Rolling Stone said, "That the performances are uniformly outstanding
is a tribute to Rob Reiner (Misery), who directs with masterly assurance, fusing
suspense and character to create a movie that literally vibrates with energy."  Richard
Schickel in Time called it "an extraordinarily well-made movie, which wastes no words
or images in telling a conventional but compelling story."  Todd McCarthy in Variety
magazine predicted, "The same histrionic fireworks that gripped theater audiences will
prove even more compelling to filmgoers due to the star power and dramatic screw-
tightening."  Roger Ebert was less enthusiastic in the Chicago Sun-Times, giving it
two-and-a-half out of four stars and finding its major flaw was revealing the courtroom
strategy to the audience before the climactic scene between Cruise and Nicholson.
Ebert wrote, "In many ways this is a good film, with the potential to be even better
than that. The flaws are mostly at the screenplay level; the film doesn't make us work,
doesn't allow us to figure out things for ourselves, is afraid we'll miss things if they're
not spelled out." 

WHEN:  Friday, March 21, 2025  -  5:30 P.M

WHERE:  The Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr. Courthouse (100 North Calvert Street)           
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Main Reading Room of the Baltimore Bar Library (Room 618)

COST:  Free – Soft Drinks & Snacks will be served.

RESERVATIONS:  May be made at the Library, by telephone or e-mail.  In order to
keep track of attendance, reservations are required.  For more information telephone
410-727-0280 or e-mail us at jwbennett@barlib.org.
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