
 

ADVANCE SHEET – April 12, 2024

President's Letter

We here reproduce a chapter on Edward H. Levi from a book I published
twenty years ago The Common Law Tradition: A Collective Portrait of Five
Legal Scholars (Transaction Books, now Routledge). The chapter discloses
what a real university president, and real Attorney General, should look like.

One of my classmates at the University of Chicago Law School was the late
Judge David Rothman of Los Angeles.  He was a gifted caricaturist and gave
me permission to include his drawings in the book referred to above; because
of my publisher's frugality this did not happen. His drawings of Levi and a
photograph appear below at the head of the article

 George W. Liebmann

 



 

Time For A Road Trip – To The Bar Library 
      This past weekend my wife and I did something we had never done before:
we travelled to another city to see the Orioles.  We had been to parks in other
cities, from Boston to Seattle, but never to see the Orioles.  I would say that we
were inspired by new Orioles majority owner David Rubenstein who spoke at
the Library several weeks ago, but we in fact purchased the tickets several
months ago.  Oh well!

       The trip got off to somewhat of an adventurous start while we were cutting
through the mountains and it began to snow.  The temperature dropped from
thirty-five to twenty-eight, and what I would call heavy snow, lasted for about
forty-five minutes.  About half way through it all I engaged in conversation with
my old friend St. Christopher, who once again, came through in a pinch.

       We are quite fond of Pittsburgh and in addition to going to P.N.C. Park we
visited the Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens as well as the National
Aviary.  Both are divided into themed rooms, each are fascinating, and if you
are even remotely interested in flowers or birds, I highly recommend them.  I
believe my wife set some sort of record for most pictures taken over a two day
period.

       Now, as for the baseball, P.N.C. Park is fabulous, worth making the trip to
see whether the Orioles are in town or not.  The fairly evenly divided crowd
(Orioles fans do indeed travel quite well) was a great deal of fun.  Unlike
several other American League East fanbases that inundate Camden Yards in



the Summer, Orioles road fans, at least the ones we encountered this past
weekend, are a-okay.     

       Now road trips are fun, but there is no place like home and when you are
home once in awhile you must put leisure aside and get down to work.  While
P.N.C. Park, like Camden Yards, might be a monument to baseball, the
Baltimore Bar Library has been referred to by many as a monument to the
legal profession.  Like the two ballparks there is not a bad seat in the house
providing you wonderful sightlines to treatises, old and new, some you are
unlikely to find anywhere else.  Some of those seats can be used to access an
expansive collection of Westlaw databases, including not just cases, statutes
and regulations, but law reviews, treatises, briefs and forms.  You can utilize
one of the Libraries computers or even your own laptop.  If you want to bring
home the pennant, or success in whatever it is you might be working on, I
suggest you come to the Bar Library.  You will not be sorry, and for at least the
next six months or so, you will not have to travel through the snow to get here.

       I look forward to seeing you soon.
        Joe Bennett
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