
 

ADVANCE SHEET – January 5, 2024

President's Letter

Mary Ellen Richmond, the founder of the American social work profession, is
an outstanding forgotten Baltimorean. A couple of years ago, we published her
early essay on the control of beggary. Here we tender two chapters from Social
Diagnosis, the mature work, published in 1917, for which she is best known
and which is still on the reading list in at least some social work schools. One
of the chapters illustrates the comprehensiveness of the interviewing
techniques she recommended; the second may still be of interest to medical
malpractice attorneys.

George W. Liebmann

























































Resolutions

As I write this on January 2, I can only imagine that a substantial number of
you have gone astray of those resolutions you  made for 2024.  Just to let you
know that although I did not resolve to lose weight, I did to eat better, which I
managed to do yesterday at a Lancaster buffet.  Oh, that’s right I said better
not more.  Well, never mind.

For many, resolutions are an earnest attempt to do, or more importantly, to be
better.  We all know the biggies – to lose weight and to stop smoking. 
Depending, obviously upon the individual, some resolve to work less, others to



work more and/or harder.  Some resolve to be more assertive, others to be
less so.  Resolutions run the gamut touching on all aspects of life.  I suppose it
is because all of us are in fact flawed, but for the most part, all of us would like
to be better.  My only words of advice are that when the resolutions fall by the
wayside, and you find yourself at “your buffet equivalent," do not wait until
January 1, 2025 to try again.

Now, although I said that resolutions differ from person to person, for lawyers
there is in fact a resolution that would be of immeasurable value to all, and that
is to visit and use the Baltimore Bar Library.  Whether it be the economic
advantage of not having to purchase or subscribe to the massive amounts of
material available to them at the Library, consisting of the latest treatises (all of
which may be borrowed) and an expansive collection of Westlaw databases,
access to Library services that include the e-mailing of material, Motor Vehicle
Searches … well, utilization of the Bar Library will enable you to concentrate
more time on those other aspects of your life that you need to address. 

I look forward to seeing you soon.
    Joe Bennett
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