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President's Letter
My comments on current events in this column have been oblique, and have
been expressed through the reproduction of texts dating from a decade to a
millennium ago. This issue is no exception. We reproduce here the political
philosopher Isaiah Berlin’s tribute to the effective founder and first President of
the State of Israel, Chaim Weizmann.

Weizmann’s career is of interest to lawyers because of his remarkable skills as
an advocate, he having mesmerized personalities as different as A. J. Balfour
and Harry S. Truman. Although he and Berlin remained Zionists of a sort,
Weizmann was virtually a pariah in Israel at the time of his death, though still
President. Both had decried Jewish   terrorism and Israel’s proportional
representation system in the Knesset. If America had the Israeli political
system, the racist David Duke would certainly be a member of Congress, and
quite possibly a cabinet minister in a coalition government. 

Israel’s problem, then and since, was defined in Senator Robert Taft’s last
speech, written on his deathbed and delivered to the National Association of
Christians and Jews by his son, Senator  Robert Taft, Jr. in 1953: 

“Israel undertook to relieve the world of the problem of resettling a large
number of Jewish refugees, for which the world had proposed no better
solution. Because of that [1948] war, partly through the intolerance of their own
leaders, 900,000 refugees left the Jewish section of Palestine.... [You] can do
nothing better than to try to solve this question by resettlement, either within or
without Israel. Tolerance in which you believe and I believe must extend to
these Arab refugees, no matter what the cause of their distress. There seems
to be no peaceful solution in the Near East until this refugee problem is
settled.”

George W. Liebmann



Don’t Just Phone It In
For all sad words of tongue and pen, The saddest are these, ‘It might have
been’.
John Greenleaf Whittier

Although there are an infinite number of reasons why an individual would be
required to utter the words, at or near the top of the list would be lethargy.  It
permeates all aspects of life from where and what we eat, to when and where
we vacation to how we undertake the various facets of our jobs and
professions.   Endless possibilities are reduced to “But we’ve always gone
there,” or “We’ve always done it that way.”   I lament the many places I will
never have the opportunity of seeing because while others were going here
and there, for most of my life I was going back again, and after that, back yet
again.    

Make 2024 the year of trying new things, of going new places and doing things
in a different way.   I would say try it you’ll like it, but of course, that’s not
necessarily so.  Sometimes you won’t, but a least you will know.  Yesterday my
wife and I tried a new pizza place we had heard a great many people speak
highly of.  Turns out … they were wrong.  The wife of a friend of mine doesn’t
think anything that falls within the parameters of Italian should be eaten outside
of New Jersey or New York.  You can probably guess the opinion on pizza held
by my New York son-in-law.   Nevertheless my wife and I shall continue our
quest to see if there is any pizza in the area, other than Matthew’s, that can
challenge Sam’s, which, of course, is in New Jersey.  

Speaking of places you should boldly go to, a place you might never have
been to, or have not been to in years, how about the Baltimore Bar Library.  It
certainly looks the part of a place worth coming to.  The Main Reading Room is

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/john-greenleaf-whittier-quotes


thirty-five feet wide by one hundred twenty-five feet long and is elegantly
crowned with a barrel vault ceiling.   A rich oak wainscot rises to a height of
fifteen feet and extends entirely around the room.   The woodwork of the wall
paneling is lustrous English oak, trimmed with a classic carved border of
rosettes, laurel and egg-and-dart embellishments.  Once you are able to take
your eyes off your surroundings, you will discover expansive collections of
treaties and databases, providing you access to the very old and the ultra
new.   Who knew?   Well, after you brush off the dust, and head on over, or
come on down, you will.

I look forward to seeing you soon.

    Joe Bennett
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