
 

ADVANCE SHEET – January 31, 2025

President's Letter

We here append a book review by the British academic John Gray which has not lost
its timeliness.

George W. Liebmann
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Money Is Nice, But...

      When contemplating a donation to the Bar Library, remember that there are a
multitude of ways that you can show your appreciation and support. Over the years the
Library has received gifts of portraits; paintings; photographs; books; papers and
myriad other items that are on display. Anyone who has ever been to the Library
knows how grand and elegant it looks. Think about how your item(s) would enhance
that appearance or, in the case of books, the Library's already amazing collections.

      As far as monetary gifts are concerned, please think about us when you are making
out your will. I am sure that many of you spent your formative years as young lawyers
here at the Library. What better way to remember the Bar Library's role in helping
make you the lawyer that you are than a bequest. Honoring your past by insuring the
future of the Library: what an amazingly circle of life thing to do.



  Joe Bennett      

 

Speaking Of Nice

      They say that with real estate there are three things that matter: location, location,
location.  Well, I am not sure that when throwing a party or having an event it is all
that matters, but it is in fact, very important.  If you are planning anything from a
graduation or  retirement party, to a wedding reception, or perhaps even the wedding
itself, what better location than the Bar Library.  I am not sure I have ever encountered
anyone who has not been impressed by the Main Reading Room of the Library.  It has
been described as amongst the most impressive interior spaces in the City of
Baltimore.  If the event is for or involves a member of the legal profession, you need
look no further: you have found the place.  To discuss particulars call me at 410-727-
0280.

    Joe Bennett

 

 
THE AGE OF BIDEN  by George Liebmann (Advt.)   
                                  
Published January 20, 2025

Amazon.com Paperback $25.00; Kindle $9.99

This is a collection of more than a hundred op-ed pieces and letters on public affairs
written during the Biden administration, 2020-2024. It is followed by an appreciation
of Jefferson’s contribution to the American polity, unacknowledged in recent years. It
is a sequel to a previous volume, Vox Clamantis In Deserto  (2021) covering the four
previous failed national administrations, those of Presidents Clinton, Bush (Jr.),



Obama, and Trump. ALSO AVAILABLE: VOX CLAMANTIS IN DESERTO, A
collection of articles and book reviews 1995-2020, $25 paperback, $9.99 Kindle. My
political stance is not one that commends itself to either of today’s contending factions,
since I dislike bellicosity, plutocracy, and permissiveness. Foreign policies that
generate millions of refugees are not to be excused on the basis of limited American
casualties, nor can I overlook the proletarianization of the American work force,
including the professions, or the diminution of personal character and insecurity
resulting from extreme permissiveness in morals, ultimately affecting the quality of our
national leadership.

All the News That’s Not Fit To Print, December 28, 2020 
 How America Can Restore Confidence in its Elections, January 6, 2021 
 Trump’s Path to the Political Graveyard, January 12, 2021 
 11 Populist Proposals For The Post-Trump GOP, January14, 2021
 Beyond The Paris Accord. February 6, 2021
 Sick Of The Teachers: Time For Reform, February 17, 2021
 The Case Against Cameras in Courtrooms, February 23, 2021
 Beware Of New ‘60 Minutes Laws’ After The Capitol Riot, March 1, 2021
 An Iconoclast Looks At Four Failed Administrations, March 6, 2021
 Biden’s Judiciary: A Tower Of Babel, March 15, 2021
 How To Enact Rational Filibuster Reform, March 26, 2021
 ‘Voter Suppression’ And Voting Integrity, March 31, 2021
 Taft’s Anti-Plutocracy Conservatism, April 8.2021
 How Public Policy Forgot the Basics, April 13, 2021
 The Quintessence Of Blinkenism, April 20, 2021
 Minimum Conditions For Biden’s Minimum Wage, May 1, 2021
 On Crime and Punishment in Baltimore, May 10, 2021
 On Crime And Punishment In Large Cities, May 17, 2021
 Whither Roe?: A Secular Case For Abortion Restriction, May 28, 2021
 After Voting For 16, ‘They’ll None Of Them Be Missed’, May 29, 2021
 Biden Pushes Home Health Services As Infrastructure, June 8, 2021
 Biden’s Housing Plan: An Anthology Of Failed Approaches, June 11, 2021
 The Future Of Motherhood And Childhood Under Biden, June 15, 2021
 Abortive Motion to Strike Proposed Section 213.10 of Model Penal Code, June 16,
2021
 Biden’s Education Schemes Foreclose Sensible Reforms, June 23, 2021
 On Booksellers and Fair Trade, June 25, 2021
 Joe Biden: An American Mitterrand?, July 5, 2021
 The Decline Of A Polity: Maryland 1960-2020, July 7, 2021
 Biden And Sanctions: Relief At Last?, July 20, 2021
 COVID And The Individual: What Should Have Been Said, August 12, 2021
 Restrictions on Baltimore police, prosecutors allow criminal ‘underworld’ to flourish
,  
      August 14, 2021
 The Decline And Fall Of New York Democracy, August 20, 2021
 The Supreme Court’s Historical Forgetfulness, September 3, 2021
 The End Of Doe v. Bolton And The End Of Roe, September 16, 2021
 They Have Eyes With Which To Read But Readeth Not, September 24, 2021
 Budget Reconciliation And The End Of Liberalism, October 13, 2021
 The Anti-Jeffersonian Party, October 22, 2021
 Another 1973 abortion ruling — ‘Doe,’ not ‘Roe’ — is at the heart of next month’s
     Supreme Court Case, November 2, 2021
 Our Unrestrained Attorney General, November 23, 2021
 Dobbs v. Jackson: An Easy Opinion, December 1, 2021 



 Last Stand Of The Court Packers, January 4, 2022
 An Education Agenda For Governor Youngkin, January 13, 2022
 Working With Biden On Build Back Better, January 19, 2022
 Letter overstates education rights, January 24, 2022
 How Biden Should Choose A New Justice, February 3, 2022
 The Blindness Of Blinken, March 1, 2022
 One Root of Cancel Culture Can Be Found in How We Teach History, March 10,
2022
 The Alaska Lady, The Gray Lady, And Libel, March 25, 2022
 The Other Government: The Residential Community Association, April 1, 2022
 Here’s how Ketanji Brown Jackson should prepare to join the U.S. Supreme Court, 
     April 10, 2022
 Abortion: An End to Hysteria, May 22, 2022
 Democrat Libertarianism: Five Modest Proposals, May 22, 2022
 Moral Anarchy and Its Consequences, May 25, 2922
 Conservatives Need A Broader Vision, June 9, 2022
 How Not To Fight Inflation, June 23, 2022
 The Price of Free Love, June 26, 2022
 Local Labor: Still Left Behind, July 2, 2022
 Glory, Glory Hallelujah, July 9. 2022
 Utopia U., July 15, 2022
 Their Party’s Call, August 2, 2022
 Joe Manchin’s Bargain, August 2, 2022
 Reinventing the Babushka, August 14, 2022
 Welfare Reform, British Style, August 19, 2022
 Failed consent decree to blame for city’s high murder rate, August 29, 2022
 A Material Agenda for a New GOP, August 31, 2002
 The Cooperative Route for Housing Development, October 21, 2022
 Republican Modifications to a Democratic Agenda, November 21, 2022
 Welfare Reform and Dobbs, December 17, 2022
 Statement on Cameras in Courtroom, January 22, 2023
 An End to Leveling Down, February 1, 2023
 State constitutional abortion amendment a political mobilizing device for Dems, 
    February 16, 2023
 Maryland’s Ill-Considered Jobs Program. April 4, 2023
 Ukraine and Russia: The Endgame, April 26, 2023
 The true import of Supreme Court rulings on televising criminal trials, May 25, 2023
 Book Review, Brad Snyder, Democratic Justice: Felix Frankfurter, the Supreme
Court, 
    and the Making of the Liberal Establishment, June 2, 2023
 Dobbs Comes to Maryland, July 5, 2023
 On Centralized and De-Centralized Federal Courts, July20, 2023
 A Built-In Solution to America’s Housing Shortage, July 21, 2023
 Israel’s Juristocracy–and Ours, July 30, 2023
 Justice Kagan’s Apostasy, August 2, 2023
 A New Affirmative Action, August 5, 2023
 The Democrats and Labor, August 5, 2023
 Trump Can Win: 2024 Isn’t 2020, August13, 2023
 Labor Day Was Once A Sacred Day on the Democratic Party Calendar, September 4,
2023
 A New Affirmative Action, October 29, 2023
 The Road Not Taken, EV Edition, October 29, 2023
 Comments on Extended Coverage Rule, November 28, 2023 
 Firearms Control: It’s Time for a Common-Sense Bargain, November 29, 2023



 The US Constitution, December 1, 2023
 Time to End Baltimore’s Policing Consent Decree, March 15, 2024
 Remarks Introducing David M. Rubenstein, March 26, 2024
 FDR’s CCC was AAA. What’s Biden Doing? April 9, 2024
 A New Affirmative Action, May 1, 2024
 Be wary of extreme abortion access laws, May 26, 2024
 The Politics of Defamation, June 10, 2024
 The Root of Political Dysfunction , July 10, 2024
  Supreme Court is Embracing Reason and Compromise, July 22, 2024
 This Was No Isolated Incident, July 26, 2024
 “I’ve Got a Little List”, August 17th, 2024
 JFK’s legacy deserves a critical eye, August 19, 2024
 Democrats’ Promise of Freedom has been a disaster, September 26, 2024
 Abortion ballot question to test voters’ social conscience , October 14,2024
 Biden administration’s foreign policy playing with dynamite, October 28, 2024
 The American Electorate Revolted Against False Values, November 30, 2024
 Senate has a duty to scrutinize Cabinet nominees, December 22, 2024
 The Enduring Triumph of Mr. Jefferson, December 31, 2024

 

 

What Are We Missing?

      According to Christian tradition, as recorded in the Bible:

      "On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there; and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.  When the
wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, ‘They have no wine.’  And Jesus said to
her, ‘What business do you have with Me, woman? My hour has not yet come.’  His
mother said to the servants, ‘Whatever He tells you, do it.’ … This beginning of His
signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and revealed His glory; and His disciples believed in
Him."

      To be honest, I have never been able to see the revelation of glory, but rather
something that many semi-competent magicians might be capable of doing. My wife
and I once saw David Copperfield in person, and although magical, it really did not feel
divine. Although what Jesus did that day was in fact a miracle and not a party trick, His
best work lay ahead. I suppose it is rather arrogant of me to rate the miracles of Christ
– sorry.

     What I take away from the story of what happened at Cana that day was not the
glory of Jesus, but rather His humanity. Frequently we concentrate on one thing to the
exclusion of all other matters. Jesus tells his mother it’s not time yet, and after
whatever it is that she might have said to Him (we can only imagine), He does what she
asked of Him. He is here on Earth for some fairly important business, and has a
schedule for doing it, but when His mother says this is what you need to do, that is
what He does. He is God, He is a man, and like so many of us, when your mother tells
you to do something, you do it. Clearly, He is one of us.

      This of course brings us to the Bar Library. What we think of, perhaps what we see,



is an old fashioned institution residing inside the walls of a one hundred and twenty-
five year old space and a one hundred and eighty-five year old history. How
quaint. What we fail to see is what the Library is and what it has to offer. It has the
collections, the databases, the space and the services that you need to move your case
or legal matter forward and to accomplish whatever it is that is in front of you in an
efficient and cost effective manner. Do not miss seeing what is there by preoccupation
with peripheral matters. Think it through and you will see that the Library is for you.

      I look forward to seeing you soon.
  Joe Bennett    
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