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President's LetterPresident's Letter

In this issue, we include a biographical sketch I composed some years ago for a book
entitled Six Lost Leaders  (Lexington Books) of a forgotten woman, Mary Parker
Follett. Her life is of interest for four reasons: 1) Her first book advanced the
proposition that the Speaker of the House of Representatives, not the President, should
be the nation's leader with respect to domestic legislation 2) Her second book, The New
State, is the only book by a woman included in some histories of political theory, and
explores the potential of very local institutions 3) She was a pioneer in advocating
Alternative Dispute Resolution; the American Arbitration Association gives a prize in
her honor 4) Late in life, she concluded that businessmen could innovate more rapidly
than politicians; her writings on business management emphasizing coordination
among suppliers below the chief executive level and just-in-time production were
taken up by the Japanese.

 George W. Liebmann

 

Good FridayGood Friday

Today is Good Friday.  Although I have treasured each day God has bestowed
upon me, even the bad ones, I truly have an animus toward this day.  I avoid
music and laughter, anything that contains sugar or tastes sweet, eating
between certain hours and I try to engage in prayer and contemplation.  Yet, it
is not enough.  Not nearly enough.  All that we give, or could ever hope to give,
pales in comparison to what was given for us on this day.   

Although Good Friday is defined by depravation, traditional Christian honoring
of the Sabbath, except for attending church, is defined by how much fun you
can pack into a day.  Trips to the zoo or even an amusement park, days at the
beach or almost anywhere you can think of as long as it is not the office.  As
far as sugary concoctions, Sunday dinner is judged by how good the cake or
pie being served that day happens to be.



For me, however, someone raised by a man who lived a good deal of his early
life at the height of the Great Depression, work has always been a holy thing, a
veritable gift from God.  So, I have always thought of the Bar Library as more
than a place to work.  The physicality of the Library lends much to my thoughts
about it.  It is a place that lends itself not only to work, but of work at a certain
level.  A friend has told me that just walking into the Library adds a certain
amount of points to your i. q.  level.  I propose that you come by when you are
faced with a daunting legal research issue and see for yourself whether the
majesty of it all does in fact instill in you a sort of “intellectual call to arms.”  

I look forward to seeing you soon.
   

Joe Bennett

 



This past Tuesday, David M. Rubenstein, who is, among many other things,
the new majority owner of the Baltimore Orioles, spoke at the Bar Library. A
gifted speaker, exhibiting humor and intelligence in great abundance, he talked
about everything from growing up in Baltimore, to the upcoming Presidential
election to his purchase of the Orioles. The evening was, (please excuse me) a
definite home run.

The following is the introduction of Mr. Rubenstein that was given by the
President of the Bar Library’s Board George W. Liebmann, Esquire.
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I have always proceeded on the premise that introductions should not exceed
three minutes in length. Our speaker’s monumental resume would make that
difficult, but you all have read it. I shall therefore mention a lesser-known
aspect of our speaker’s career.

As a scourge of the second-hand bookstalls, I recently came across the 900
page memoir of the Prince of Darkness, the conservative journalist Robert
Novak. He talks in passing of our speaker’s very peripheral role, as a former
junior member of the Carter White House staff, in former Vice President
Mondale’s later selection of his running mate in the 1984 Presidential election,
Geraldine Ferrero.

This experience gives him an acute understanding of the carelessness with
which the nation usually selects its Vice Presidents.

This is a year in which the probable Presidential candidates are older men,
though several years short of my age. According to the publicists of their
opposing parties, they are each doddering, dilapidated, and descending into
desuetude.

It is thus reasonable to ask our civic leaders, among whom our speaker is
certainly one, to champion the cause of great care in selection of Vice



Presidential candidates. In this year we do not need another William Miller,
Sarah Palin, or even Geraldine Ferrero. Our elder statesmen, in business and
in government. are largely powerless to change the Presidential nominees, but
their voices, individually and collectively, can urge that they be judged in large
measure by their selection of running-mates.

Whatever else may be said of former President Trump, he made a wise and
responsible choice in 2016 and 2020. The difference this made was amply and
ironically revealed on January 6, 2021.

At the risk of ruining our speaker’s evening, let me urge him to do what he can,
with his friends in both parties, to insure that wise choices are made of Vice-
Presidential nominees, and that the Presidential nominees are judged on the
basis of what they aspire to give to posterity.

Despite this disagreeable assignment, I am happy to introduce a man who has
been and is a fine citizen of this country, and who certainly has not forgotten
the city that he came from, David M. Rubenstein.
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